SPE-PEEC Fall 2004 Semester Goals – Texas A&M University

It is increasingly obvious that the public image of energy is becoming progressively more negative.  Many people believe that the energy industry is run by oil tycoons that care little for the environment, the public, or their own employees.  In response to this erroneous viewpoint, the Society of Petroleum Engineers (SPE) has formed the Public Energy Education Committee (PEEC).  PEEC is working around the world to educate the public about the energy industry.  At Texas A&M University the student chapter of SPE-PEEC is beginning our second semester.  Our main target audience is students, starting in kindergarten and going through seniors in high school.  Last semester we compiled information and created three different presentations, one for each category of public education.  This semester our plan is to present these presentations at several of the public schools here in the Bryan/College Station area.  While presenting the information to the students we will be taking note of what the students express interest in, what the teachers find interesting, and any suggestions that could make our presentations more appealing to our young audience.  We will compile this information and prepare better presentations.  Our aim is to eventually have presentations on the World Wide Web, where everyone may have access.  By making these presentations public we will be providing this information to all teachers, students, parents and industry members.  Also a part of our chapter goals for this semester is to coordinate with different learning institutions, such as the Houston Museum of Natural Science and the Offshore Energy Center, to reach students in even more unique and exciting ways.  Our goal is to educate, not to put bias spin on the energy industry.  We want the public to be informed how vital hydrocarbons are to our everyday lives, what is being done to protect the environment, what kind of technology is being developed, and also what kind of career opportunities are available in the energy industry.  If we can reach just one student during a presentation, then all these efforts are worthwhile.
